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Social Studies Grade 8

	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	The use of specific resources may impact the future.

Technological change can affect long-range productivity and efficiency. 

Market forces and government regulation impact the use of resources.

	
	The economic system in a region affects goods and services.


	Gross National Product (GNP) is one indicator of a nation’s economic health. 

The price of goods and services is affected by supply and demand.

The standardization of weights, measures, and currency by governments affects a nation’s economy.

Specialization and exchange play a role in economic processes.

Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

	
	Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.


	Economics in a family, business, country, or the world is comprised of an interdependent set of critical components.

The evolution of communication technology provides more opportunity for trade to occur on a global scale. 

Both public and private goods and services can be traded and competed for in an international market.

Competition for resources, human capital, profit, and consumers intensifies in a global market. 

International politics, problems, and national governments influence the health of the global economy. 

A skilled labor force is a critical asset to a business, country, and a nation.

Exchange rates often complicate trade and profit projections when companies and nations trade on an international scale. 


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras.

Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

Differing viewpoints may lead to revolution, civil war, or civil unrest if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromise reached.

The values and beliefs of individuals/groups influence history.

Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.

	Civics: People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Democratic government requires protection of political liberties and individual rights.

Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.

The media influences common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence. 

Citizens obtain information from a variety of sources with strengths, weaknesses, and biases.

	
	The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy.
	The Constitution provides for a federal system of government in which power is shared between the states and the national government,

The national government includes executive, legislative, and judicial branches which have both expressed and implied powers.

A constitutional system of checks and balances gives each of the three branches of government ways to limit the powers of the other branches.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities
	Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.

Americans are citizens of the world and have responsibilities to the global community.

Citizens have the right and duty to thoughtfully and clearly express their views in the public forum.

	
	Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
	Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

Countries use their power and authority in global situations to achieve a variety of aims.


	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	Diversity can be traced through the study of movement, exploration, colonization, settlement, and interactions.   

Historic and contemporary practices of racism, land acquisition, slavery, civil rights, gender bias, religious intolerance, stereotyping, and discrimination have their roots in cultural perspectives and experiences.  

	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	Practices of equality, civil rights, gender equity, religious tolerance, etc. are derived from an integration of cultures.

	
	People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	A culture comprised of diverse people often comes to share a common national identity.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Places in the United States are characterized by specific landforms, bodies of water, and physical features.



	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	Different sections of the country developed regional identities based on different human and physical characteristics.

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain regions, resources, population distribution, agriculture, climate, etc.

Boundaries can be natural, ethnic and political.

Borders can change and maps can be redrawn for a variety of reasons.



	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	Discovery of and competition for resources led to multiple conflicts.

Changes in transportation and technology had a major impact, both positive and negative, on the physical environment and human settlements.



	
	People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	Westward expansion, immigration, migration, advances in transportation and communication, and wars changed geographic patterns in the US.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Begin to formulate an essential question and write a thesis statement from that question

Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

Locate appropriate and varied information sources

Distinguish between primary and secondary sources; identify the time, place, audience, purpose, and form of a source

Begin to evaluate the reliability, credibility, bias and validity of sources

Compare points of agreement and disagreement among sources 

Distinguish between fact and opinion

Use appropriate graphic organizers, including maps and charts

Use a variety of appropriate note-taking strategies

Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, organize data

Create a product that uses social studies content to support findings

Prepare a bibliography using an accepted format 


	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings, beliefs, content knowledge and perspectives

Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others

Value and respect the viewpoints of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values

Work effectively to achieve group goals




	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Identify central issues and formulate appropriate questions

Distinguish between fact and opinion

Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

Identify cause and effect relationships 

Recognize stereotypes, clichés, bias and propaganda techniques

Determine authenticity and credibility of sources

Compare advantages and disadvantages, suggest alternate solution, predict probable consequences, provide evidence to justify best solution

Analyze and evaluate the impact of ideas, events, and/or people on groups, environments, economic systems, and/or subsequent events 

Reconstruct and express others’ points of view

Construct and interpret charts, graphs and narratives 

Examine and explain own thinking




Grade Level 8

Antebellum Period (1820s-1850s)

	Essential Understandings:

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place

5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

7. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

8. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 

9. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

10. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

11. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
12. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
13. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: What were the economic, social, and political forces that led to the Civil War?

	
	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· Differing viewpoints may lead to revolution or civil war if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromise reached.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.

· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.

· Historic and contemporary practices of racism, land acquisition, slavery, civil rights, gender bias, religious intolerance, stereotyping, and discrimination have their roots in cultural perspectives and experiences.

· Different sections of the country developed regional identities based on different human and physical characteristics.
· Borders can change and maps can be redrawn for a variety of reasons.

· Changes in transportation and technology had a major impact, both positive and negative, on the physical environment and human settlements.

· The Constitution provides for a federal system of government in which power is shared between the states and the national government.
	Explain why Americans in different regions took different paths during the early 1800’s.

	· 
	Identify the new technology of the Industrial Revolution (railroads, steam, etc.)

	
	Explain how urbanization, industrialization, technology, and social change affected the North.

	
	Explain how agriculture affected social and economic life in the South.

	
	Identify the social issues that impacted life in the Northern and Southern U.S.

	
	Explain the impact of the western territories on the issue of slavery.

	
	Explain how the nation tried, but failed, to stay united.

	
	Explain how reformers and writers inspired change and sparked controversy.

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the antebellum period


	Suggested Strategies
	· Graphic organizers (cause & effect, timelines, problem/solution, KWL, Venn diagrams)

· Paraphrasing and summarizing, 

· Analyzing, and creating graphs

· Examining primary source documents, both written and visual

· Inquiry strategies

· JIGSAW presentations

· Independent projects

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Essays

· Debate

	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· Primary source documents (diaries, History Alive, speeches, newspaper articles)

· Biographical sketches (Reformers)

· A Nation Asunder Part I 

· Picturing America , “America in Art”

· Musical Selections

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet 

· iConn

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· antebellum, Federalism, industrialization, Industrial Revolution,  sectionalism, secession, urbanization, limited government, principles, separation of powers


Grade 8

The Civil War (1861-1865)

	Essential Understanding(s): 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
8. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

9. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

10. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

11. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
12. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
13. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
14. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
15. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
16. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
17. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Questions(s): How did people, places and things affect the outcome of the Civil War?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Differing viewpoints may lead to revolution or civil war if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromise reached
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation
· Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras
· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change
· Historic and contemporary practices of racism, land acquisition, slavery, civil rights, gender bias, religious intolerance, stereotyping, and discrimination have their roots in cultural perspectives and experiences
· Practices of equality, civil rights, gender equity, religious tolerance, etc. are derived from an integration of cultures
· A culture comprised of diverse people often comes to share a common national identity.
· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain regions, resources, population distribution, agriculture, climate, etc.

· Discovery of and competition for resources led to multiple conflicts.
	Know and explain the reasons that each side thought it would win the war

	
	Compare the military strategies used by the North and the South

	
	Analyze the decisive battles and their effect on the outcome of the Civil War

	
	Describe life at home and at war

	
	Explain how Lincoln and his generals turned the tide of the Civil War 

	
	Analyze the causes and effects of the Emancipation Proclamation

	
	Analyze the effects of the war on people and politics in the North and South

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the Civil War


	Suggested Strategies
	· Map work (Election of 1860, p. 500; The Civil War, p. 511)

· Reading portions of text (i.e. Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the Red Badge of Courage)

· Analyzing data (Pie-chart on Election of 1860, p. 507; Bar-graph on Resources, p. 514)

· Critiquing a biography (ex: Booth, Lincoln, Grant, Lee, Jefferson Davis)

· Analyzing Primary Sources (i.e. the Kansas-Nebraska Act, The Gettysburg Address)

· Analyzing visual images

· Comparing the Lincoln-Douglas debates with a modern debate

· Graphic Organizers (VENN-North vs. South, Timelines on causes of Civil War)

· Pre-Reading, During-Reading, Post-Reading Strategies on the textbook and primary sources (ie: Gettysburg Address)

· Note-taking skills: Cause-and-effect; Main idea; Responding to focus questions; Providing supporting evidence

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Essays

· Debate

· Reenactments, role-playing, simulations

· Visual arts


	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· Movies: (Ken Burns’The Civil War, A Nation Asunder Part II, Civil War: Who, What, Where, When , and Why; Gettysburg)
· Primary Source documents (Diaries, photographs, Speeches, Newspaper articles)

· Biographical sketches (Reformers)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet (“American Memory” – Smithsonian site)

· Civil War Documents and Maps: http://www.civil-war.net/
· Lib. of Congress – Photos on Civil War: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
· Lib. of Congress – Timeline: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1861.html
· www.iconn.org 

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· popular sovereignty, republicanism, states’ rights


Grade 8

Reconstruction (1865-1877)

	Essential Understanding(s): 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

2. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

3. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
4. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

5. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

6. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
7. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

8. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

9. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

10. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
11. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
12. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
13. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
14. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
15. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
16. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: What were the most significant short-term and long-term effects of the Civil War?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic stats, and political viewpoints.
· The values and beliefs of individuals/groups influence history.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
· Democratic government requires protection of political liberties and individual rights.
· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.
· Citizens have the right and duty to thoughtfully and clearly express their views in the public forum.
· Historic and contemporary practices of racism, civil rights, gender bias, religious intolerance, stereotyping, and discrimination have their roots in cultural perspectives and experiences.
· Competition for resources continues led to multiple conflicts.
	Explain the social, political, and economic changes that followed The Civil War

	· 
	Explain how the government tried to solve the key problems facing the nation after the Civil War

	
	Identify the disagreements that led to conflict in the government and in the South

	
	Analyze the success or failure of Reconstruction

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of Reconstruction

	
	


	Suggested Strategies
	· Graphic organizers (KWL-Reconstruction; Web p. 565)

· Interpret maps (Election of 1876, p. 559; African-American Migration, p. 564; Progressive Era: p. 643)

· Analyzing data (Shifts in population; migration; pie-charts on occupations of citizens)

· Examining primary source documents

· Reading portions of literature from the time (ie: Huckleberry Finn)

· JIGSAW presentations

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Essays

· Debate

· Reenactments, role-playing, simulations

· Visual arts


	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· Movie: A Nation Asunder, Part II, Reconstruction
· Primary source documents (diaries, photographs, speeches, newspaper articles)



	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet (“American Memory” – Smithsonian site)

· Online textbook links

· www.iconn.org

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· equality, political system, prejudice


Grade 8

Industrialization, Urbanization, and The Progressive Era (1865-1915)

	Essential Understanding(s): 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

2. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

3. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
4. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

5. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

6. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
7. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us. 
8. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

9. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

10. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

11. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
12. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
13. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
14. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
15. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
16. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
17. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How was American culture transformed during the 1870’s-1910’s?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.
· A skilled labor force is a critical asset to a business, a country, and a nation.
· Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
· Democratic government requires protection of political liberties and individual rights.
· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.
· Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.
· Citizens have the right and duty to thoughtfully and clearly express their views in the public forum.
· Practices of equality, civil rights, gender equity, religious tolerance, etc. are derived from an integration of cultures.
· A culture comprised of diverse people often comes to share a common national identity.
· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain regions, resources, population distribution, agriculture, climate, etc. 
· Changes in transportation and technology had a major impact, both positive and negative, on the physical environment and human settlements.
· Discovery of and competition for resources led to multiple conflicts.
· Westward expansion, immigration, migration, advances in technology and communication changed geographic patterns and the culture of the U. S.
	Explain the effects of the growth of industrialization 

	· 
	Examine the role immigration played in industrialization and urbanization

	
	Identify ways that industrialization led to urbanization

	
	Explain how industrialization and urbanization led to a need for reform

	
	Analyze the social accomplishments of the Progressive Era

	
	Analyze the political accomplishments of the Progressive Era

	
	Analyze the economic accomplishments of the Progressive Era

	
	Analyze the environmental accomplishments of the Progressive Era

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the changes in America after Reconstruction,




	Suggested Strategies
	· Graphic organizers (cause and effect, timelines, problem/solution, KWL, Venn diagram)

· Main idea and supporting detail

· Analyze posters and political cartoons

· Interpret maps, charts and statistics 

· Paraphrasing and summarizing

· Examining primary source documents, both written and visual

· Family trees

· Inquiry strategies

· JIGSAW presentations

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Visual and oral presentations

· Essays

· Debate

· Reenactments, role-playing, simulations

· Visual arts


	Suggested Resources
	· Role-plays: “What was it like coming to Ellis Island?” vs. “What was it like coming to Angel Island?”

· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· The Progressive Era Video

· Documentaries
· Primary source documents (diaries, photographs, speeches, newspaper articles)

· Biographical sketches (Reformers)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Online textbook links

· www.iconn.org

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· alien, change agents


Grade 8

The U.S. As A World Power (1900-1930)

	Essential Understanding(s): 

7. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
8. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
9. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
10. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
11. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
12. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

18. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

19. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

20. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
21. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

22. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
23. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well-being of all of us. 

24. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

25. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

26. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
27. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
28. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
29. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
30. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
31. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
32. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did a more powerful United States expand its role in the world?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· International politics, problems, and national governments influence the health of the global economy. 

· Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras.
· The values and beliefs of individuals/groups influence history.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.
· Americans are citizens of the world and have responsibilities to the global community.
· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.
· Countries use their power and authority in global situations to achieve a variety of aims.
· Historic and contemporary practices of land and resource acquisition,,, stereotyping, and discrimination have their roots in cultural perspectives and experiences.
· A culture comprised of diverse people often comes to share a common national identity.
· Borders can change and maps be redrawn for a variety of reasons.
	Identify the factors that led the U.S. to shift from isolationism to expansionism

	· 
	Explain how imperialism transformed America

	
	Identify and explain the causes of U.S. involvement in World War I

	
	Identify and explain the effects of U.S. involvement in World War I

	
	Explain the outcomes of the peace negotiations following World War I

	
	Analyze the social, economic, and geographic changes that followed World War I

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of World War I and its aftermath.




	Suggested Strategies
	· Understanding Imperialism: The Panama Canal (p. 686, 695)

· Maps at the beginning of the Chapters (America: History of our Nation)

· Analyze propaganda/political cartoons

· – Analyzing primary sources  essayists, writers, speakers, poets, and musicians.

· Analyze art, music, and literature that occurred during the Harlem Renaissance.

· Children’s Book workshop

· Response log

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Independent research projects and presentations (Imperialism, African-American Movement, Women’s Movement, Harlem Renaissance).

· Collage and poetry

· Essays

· Debate

· Reenactments, role-playing, simulations

· Visual arts


	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· Documentaries

· 20th Century videos

· Picturing America art in hallways of Strong.

· Primary source documents (diaries, photographs, speeches, newspaper articles)

· Biographical sketches (Reformers)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet (“American Memory” – Smithsonian site) memory.loc.gov

· www.iconn.org

· Textbook links

· www.ncss.org

· www.loc.gov

· facinghistory.org

· dsc.discovery.com

· PBS.org

· Picturing America series is also available on-line: http://picturingamerica.neh.gov/

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· expansionism, isolationism, nationalism, propaganda


Grade 8

The 1920s and the 1930s

	Essential Understanding(s): 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
7. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well-being of all of us. 

8. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
9. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
10. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the United States react to the changes of the 1920s?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Market forces and government regulation impact the economy.

· Gross National Product (GNP) is one indicator of a nation’s economic health. 

· The price of goods and services is affected by supply and demand.

· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.
· Economics in a family, business, country, or the world is comprised of an interdependent set of critical components.
· A skilled labor force is a critical asset to a business, country, and a nation.

· Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
· Democratic government requires protection of political liberties and individual rights.
· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.
· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.
	Explore the transition from wartime to peacetime in the early 1920s

	· 
	Explain the influence of the migration of African Americans on American culture

	· 
	Examine the social, cultural, and economic characteristics of the 1920’s

	· 
	Identify the factors that led to the rise and then collapse of the economy in 1920s.

	
	Identify specific problems facing the nation in the 1930s and explain proposed solutions.

	
	Examine the effects of the Depression on daily life.

	
	Analyze the long-term effects of the Great Depression.

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the Great Depression.




	Suggested Strategies
	· Cause/effect relationships: The Great Depression (p.792) 

· Compare and contrast

· Analyzing a map: TVA (p.779)

· Graphic organizers: Exploring the Essential Question (p.795)

· Representative reading selection: excerpt from The Grapes of Wrath
· Notetaking



	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Essays

· Collage and poetry project

· Reading response logs

· Wax museum

· Compose a fireside chat

· Jigsaw activities


	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· The Bronx Masquerade
· Stomp! 
· Langston Hughes poetry
· Jacob Laurence video
· The Harlem Renaissance jazz video
· Romere Beardan collage artist video
· Primary source documents (diaries, photographs, speeches, newspaper articles)

· Biographical sketches 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Diaries from various time-periods: http://www.cyndislist.com/diaries.htm 

· F.D.R.’s Fireside Chats: http://ph.infoplease.com/ipa/A0900146.html
· www.iconn.org

· Textbook links

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· deflation, economic depression, economic interdependence, economic system, inflation, recession, reform, suffrage


Grade 8

World War II (1935-1945)

	Essential Understanding(s): 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
3. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

4. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
5. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well-being of all of us. 

6. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 

7. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
8. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
9. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the United States deal with the crisis in international affairs brought about by World War II?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· International politics, problems, and national governments influence the health of the global economy. 

· Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras.
· The values and beliefs of individuals/groups influence history.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
· Democratic government requires protection of political liberties and individual rights.
· Americans are citizens of the world and have responsibilities to the global community.
· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.
· Countries use their power and authority in global situations to achieve a variety of aims.
· Many types of maps can be used to identify and explain regions, resources, population distribution, agriculture, climate, etc.
	Analyze the causes of U.S. involvement in World War II.

	
	Trace the progress of the war effort both at home and on the battlefront.

	
	Explain how America organized its people and resources on the home front to support WWII.

	
	Explain how America’s participation in the war led to discrimination and injustice at home

	
	Analyze the short- and long-term effects of US involvement in World War II.

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of World War II.




	Suggested Strategies
	· Analyzing and creating propaganda posters: Rosie the Riveter
· Analyzing a map: Europe pre-U.S. Involvement (p. 805); Pearl Harbor (p. 810); World War II (p. 812, 823)

· Analyzing movie clips (ie: Ken Burns’ The War; Tora! Tora! Tora!, The Tuskegee Airmen)

· Analyzing charts and graphs: Casualties of WWII (p. 801)

· Analyzing the influence of music and art 

· Historical fiction and non-fiction book clubs

· Independent projects

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· Book Club projects

· Mini research projects

· Essays

· Debate: Was dropping the Atomic Bomb inevitable or necessary?


	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive website TCI (may be available)

· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· Farewell to Manzanaar

· Oprah’s Interview with Elie Wiesel

· Primary source documents (diaries, photographs, speeches, newspaper articles)

· Film: Paper Clips 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Diaries from various time-periods: http://www.cyndislist.com/diaries.htm 

· D-Day: http://www.army.mil/D-day/
· Einstein and the Atomic Bomb: http://inventors.about.com/od/astartinventions/a/atomic_bomb.htm
· Textbook links

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· discrimination


Grade 8

Moving Toward the Future 1945-Present

	Essential Understanding(s): 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

2. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

3. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
4. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

5. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

6. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
7. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us. 
8. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

9. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

10. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

11. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
12. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
13. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
14. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
15. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
16. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
17. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the United States address the challenges the nation faced from the 1950s to the present?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Events in the nation’s history can be organized into broadly defined eras.
· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic stats, and political viewpoints.
· Differing viewpoints may lead to revolution, civil war, or civil unrest if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromise reached.
· The values and beliefs of individuals/groups influence history.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
· Democratic government requires protection of political liberties and individual rights.
· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.
· The media influence common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.
· Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.
· Americans are citizens of the world and have responsibilities to the global community.
· Citizens have the right and duty to thoughtfully and clearly express their views in the public forum.
· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.
· Countries use their power and authority in global situations to achieve a variety of aims.
· Boundaries can be natural, ethnic, and political.
· Changes in science and technology had both a positive and negative impact 
	Explain key foreign and domestic issues that affected the U.S. after World War II

	
	Identify the milestones that occurred during the struggle for civil rights  and equality.

	
	Analyze the effects of important Supreme Court decisions.

	
	Identify important policies and actions of the presidential administrations and explain their effects.

	
	Analyze the causes and effects of American involvement in global  conflicts.

	
	Explain the role technology plays in strengthening and reshaping  modern society.

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the post-World War II era.




	Suggested Strategies
	· Reading bar-graphs, charts, and other data (p. 845)

· Analyzing biographies (Joseph McCarthy, Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, Betty Friedan, César Chavez)

· Analyzing newspaper articles (Kennedy’s Assassination, The Vietnam War, Watergate)

· Analyze political cartoons (ie: “the Hunt for Communists,” p. 853)

· Analyze clips of movies (All the President’s Men)

· Comparing the philosophies and organizations of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.

· Personal interviews



	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and tests

· 20th Century Projects

· Multi-genre projects 

· Decade Scrapbooks

· Essays

· Debate: Why do you think the “Race to the moon” was important to the US and USSR?

· Reenactments, role-playing, simulations

· Visual arts


	Suggested Resources
	· America: The History of our Nation – Civil War to the Present Prentice Hall. © 2009.
· History Alive: The United States Through Industrialization. TCI. © 2008.
· Teaching Tolerance Materials

· Primary source documents (diaries, History Alive, speeches, newspaper articles)

· Biographical sketches 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· The Berlin Airlift: http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/berlin_airlift/large/ 

· Analyzing articles: “Dewey Defeats Truman” http://www.historybuff.com/library/reftruman.html 

· The Korean War: http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/kowar/kowar.htm 

· Newspaper Articles on the Vietnam War: http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/reference/timestopics/subjects/v/vietnam_war/index.html 

· Watergate: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/ 

· www.iconn.org 

· Other technologies: (SMARTBoard, Mimio, ELMO)

	Content Vocabulary
	· bias, civil liberties, civil rights, dissent, justice, racism, social justice
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